Granuloma inguinale in Northern Queensland.
Thirteen cases of granuloma inguinale were diagnosed in just over a twelve-month period at the Australian Government Health Laboratory and the General Hospital, Townsville. Seven patients were males, four of whom were immates of Her Majesty's Prison, Townsville. Two of the patients were married, and two were sisters. All the female patients were pregnant at the time of diagnosis. The provisional diagnosis was confirmed by the presence of intracytoplasmic Donovan bodies in crushed tissue smears stained with Wright's stain and pinacyanole. The diagnosis of granuloma inguinale could not be reliably made from sections of formalin-fixed tissue alone. The clinical findings, methods of laboratory diagnosis, management and treatment of this disease are also described with an added emphasis on treatment during pregnancy.